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STATE PASS OES/NET FOR PROCHNIK, EB/ORF/FSE FOR 
ROSEN, EUR/RPE FOR LAASE, DOE FOR SIEVERING, 
VANDERRYN, R. SCHULZ 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, OECD 

SUB J : FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN JOINTLY SPONSORED 
DOE/IEA MEETING OF EXPERTS ON AUTOMOTIVE PROPULSION 

1 . SUMMARY - AT THE INVITATION OF DOE, FRANCE 
PARTICIPATED ALONG WITH SEVERAL MAJOR IEA COUNTRIES 
IN A RECENT LONDON MEETING CO-HOSTED BY DOE AND IEA 
TO DISCUSS A POSSIBLE R&D PROJECT ON ADVANCED AUTO- 
MOTIVE PROPULSION SYSTEMS. FRENCH TECHNICAL REP- 
RESENTATIVES, WHO ATTENDED LONDON MEETING WITH 
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KNOWLEDGE OF FOREIGN MINISTRY, INDICATED STRONG 
INTEREST IN ATTENDING NEXT MEETING ON THIS SUBJECT 
IN SEPTEMBER, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE IN PARIS UNDER 
SOLE SPONSORSHIP OF IEA AND ON BASIS OF A DRAFT IEA 
IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT. SO FAR AS WE KNOW, THIS 
IS THE CLOSEST THE FRENCH HAVE COME TO EXPRESSING 
CONCRETE INTEREST IN A SPECIFIC IEA R&D PROJECT. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


END SUMMARY. 

2. DOE AND IEA COHOSTED A MEETING OF EXPERTS ON 
HIGH TEMPERATURE CERAMIC MATERIALS FOR AUTOMOTIVE 
PROPULSION SYSTEMS IN LONDON ON APRIL 14, 1978. 

INVITATIONS TO PARTICIPATE WERE SENT OUT BY DOE'S 
DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION ENERGY CONSERVATION TO 
THE FRG, U.K., FRANCE, ITALY, SWEDEN, THE NETHERLANDS 
AND IAPAN. SEPARATE INVITATIONS WERE ALSO SENT OUT 
BY THE IEA TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE IEA COMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY R&D (CERD) AND TO MEMBERS OF THE CERD WORKING 
PARTY ON CONSERVATION. THE MEETING, WHICH WAS AN 
OUTGROWTH OF A NATO/CCMS STUDY FOR WHICH THE U.S. 

WAS THE LEAD COUNTRY, WAS CONVENED TO DISCUSS PROPOSALS 
FOR COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF CERAMIC MATERIALS 
FOR AUTOMOTIVE APPLICATIONS. ALTHOUGH DOE'S IN 
VITATION INCLUDED A COPY OF A PROPOSED PROGRAM IN 
THE FORM OF A DRAFT IEA IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT, IT 
LEFT OPEN THE FRAMEWORK UNDER WHICH THE EFFORT 
WOULD BE CARRIED OUT. 

3. THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY DELEGATES OF THE 
FRG, SWEDEN, JAPAN, FRANCE, THE U.K., ITALY AND 
THE U.S. WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT NOT ALL 
COUNTRIES WERE CURRENTLY DEVELOPING CERAMIC MATERIALS 
FOR AUTOMOTIVE APPLICATIONS, IT WAS DECIDED TO 
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BROADEN THE SCOPE OF POTENTIAL COOPERATION TO EN- 
COMPASS HIGH TEMPERATURE CERAMIC MATERIALS FOR 
"ENERGY CONSERVATION APPLICATIONS" INSTEAD OF THE 
MORE NARROWLY DEFINED "AUTOMOTIVE PROPULSION 
SYSTEMS." ALL COUNTRIES PRESENT EXPRESSED INTEREST 
IN A COOPERATIVE EFFORT BUT AT THE SAME TIME NOTED 
THAT FURTHER STUDY OF THE U.S. PROPOSAL WOULD BE 
REQUIRED. NO ADDITIONAL PROPOSALS WERE MADE. 

4. THE ITALIAN, U.K. AND FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES 
INDICATED THAT THEIR GOVERNMENTS DID NOT YET HAVE 
NATIONAL PROGRAMS IN THE SPECIFIC AREA OF HIGH 
TEMPERATURE CERAMICS FOR PROPULSION APPLICATIONS. 
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THE ITALIAN DELEGATE, HOWEVER, BELIEVED THAT FIAT 
WAS SPONSORING R&D IN THIS AREA AND WOULD BE ABLE 
TO PARTICIPATE FOR ITALY. THE U.K. AND FRANCE ARE 
BOTH EVALUATING THEIR NATIONAL PROGRAMS WITH 
POTENTIAL OF EXPANSION INTO THIS FIELD. THE FRENCH 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORTATION 
RESEARCH STATED THAT FRENCH INDUSTRY (PEUGEOT AND 
RENAULT) INTEND TO DECIDE BY SEPTEMBER AS TO WHETHER 
A CERAMIC GAS TURBINE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM WOULD BE 
UNDERTAKEN BUT THAT IF THEIR DECISION WAS NEGATIVE, 

THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT WOULD BECOME INVOLVED INSTEAD 
(ON THE ORDER OF $2 MILLION). 

5. THE NEXT MEETING OF THE EXPERT GROUP WAS SCHEDULED 
FOR SEPTEMBER 14-15, 1978 IN PARIS. THIS WOULD 
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ALLOW TIME FOR FRANCE AND THE U.K. TO FURTHER DEVELOP 
THEIR NATIONAL PROGRAMS. THIS MEETING WOULD BE UNDER 
THE SOLE SPONSORSHIP OF IEA. IT IS EXPECTED THAT 
GOVERNMENTS AND INDUSTRIES WILL BE READY TO MAKE 
COMMITMENTS AT THAT TIME. THE FRENCH REPRESENTA- 
TIVES EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ATTENDING THIS MEETING. 
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6. COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THIS IS THE CLOSEST 
THE FRENCH HAVE COME TO EXPRESSING CONCRETE INTEREST 
IN A SPECIFIC IEA R&D PROJECT. ALTHOUGH SPONSOR- 
SHIP OF THIS MEETING WAS MIXED, IEA SECRETARIAT TOOK 
CARE TO ASSURE THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS AWARE OF 
FRENCH PARTICIPATION AND THAT ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE 
WAS AN IEA IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT. THREE FRENCH- 
MEN ATTENDED: M. LAFONT (RENAULT), M.MARTY (PEUGEOT) 
AND M. CLAUDE LAMURE (INSTITUTE DE RECHERCHE DES 
TRANSPORTS). M. LAMURE TOLD DOE REPRESENTATIVE THAT 
HE IS VERY INTERESTED IN COOPERATION IN THE AREAS 
DISCUSSED AND IS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN 
THE SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

SAT .7, MAN 
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